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Liturgy for July 12, 2026:  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Opening Hymn   608   Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

3 Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea.  

4 O Trinity of love and power, 
thy children shield in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

 
Priest: Blessed be God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355) 

Gloria (Spoken)   
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 
understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

A Reading from Isaiah 55: 10-13            (read by Sabina Gaston) 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which 
I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in 
peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.       

 Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 Psalm 65: 9-14                         Te decet hymnus          (read responsively, led  by Sabina Gaston) 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 
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You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

You crown the year with your goodness, * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from Romans  8:1-11    (read Sabina Gaston) 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God.  

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God  

Sequence Hymn   516 Come Down, O Love Divine (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verse 3) 
1  Come down, O Love divine,  

seek thou this soul of mine,  
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  
within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

2 O let it freely burn,  
till earthly passions turn  
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let thy glorious light  
shine ever on my sight,  

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

3 And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till Love create a place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing) 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in 
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parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Priest:    The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ  
Sermon:    The Rev. Nils Chittenden 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 
has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Prayer for Peace (read together, led by Sabina Gaston) 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known 
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the 
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Prayer for Sound Government (led by Sabina Gaston) 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in 
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, 
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the 
community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
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To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 
safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow 
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; 
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (remain standing):        Led by Sabina Gaston 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For all bishops, priests and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially………. 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those 
celebrating birthdays, including…...  
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially… 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able) 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
The Peace 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you 

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Offertory Hymn  684       O For a Closer Walk With God 

1 O for a closer walk with God, 
a calm and heavenly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road 
that leads me to the Lamb!. 

2 Where is the blessedness I knew 
when first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul-refreshing view 
of Jesus and his word? 

3 Return, O holy Dove, return, 
sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 
and drove thee from my breast. 

4 The dearest idol I have known, 
whate'er that idol be, 
help me to tear it from thy throne, 
and worship only thee. 

 Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all people here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving  BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A) 
Priest The Lord be with you 
People And also with you 
Priest Lift up your hearts 
People We lift them up to the Lord 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise 

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A 
Sanctus (spoken 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
Memorial Acclamation (Spoken)   

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Amen (Spoken )   
The Lord’s Prayer    
The Breaking of the Bread 

Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

Communion Hymn 512   Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
1 Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
with light and comfort from above; 
be thou our guardian, thou our guide 
o'er every thought and step preside. 

2 The light of truth to us display, 
and make us know and choose thy way; 
plant holy fear in every heart, 
that we from thee may ne'er depart 

3 Lead us to Christ, the living way, 
nor let us from his precepts stray; 
lead us to holiness, the road 
that we must take to dwell with God. 

4 Lead us to heaven, that we may share 
fullness of joy for ever there; 
lead us to God, our final rest, 
to be with him for ever blest. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer  
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Hymn 493 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my dear Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
and spread through all the earth abroad 
the honors of thy Name. 

3 Jesus! the Name that charms our fears 
and bids our sorrows cease; 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life and health and peace 

4 He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 
new life the dead receive, 
the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 
the humble poor believe. 

The Blessing 

Dismissal 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 


