Liturgy for September 27, 2026: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Opening Hymn 427 When Morning Gilds the Skies

1When morning gilds the skies, 2 When mirth for music longs,
my heart, awaking, cries, this is my song of songs:
may Jesus Christ be praised! may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall, God's holy house of prayer
this rings my curfew call, hath none that can compare
may Jesus Christ be praised! with: Jesus Christ be praised!

3 No lovelier antiphon 4Ye nations of mankind,

in all high heaven is known in this your concord find:

than, Jesus Christ be praised! may Jesus Christ be praised!

There to the eternal Word Let all the earth around

the eternal psalm is heard: ring joyous with the sound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!. may Jesus Christ be praised!

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355)

Gloria (sung) Hymnal S 278

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your
grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Exodus 17:1-7 read by Sally Evans

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people
qguarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing there in
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may
drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 25:1-8 Ad te, Domine, levavi  To be read responsively- led by Sally Evans



To you, O LoRD, | lift up my soul; my God, | put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

Show me your ways, O LORD, *
and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

Gracious and upright is the LORD; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 2:1-13  Read by Sharon DeVivo

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling
you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 523 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verses 3-4)



! Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God,;

he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode;

on the Rock of Ages founded,

what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou may'st smile at all thy foes

3Round each habitation hovering,
see the cloud and fire appear

for a glory and a covering,

showing that the Lord is near.

Thus deriving from their banner,
light by night, and shade by day;

safe they feed upon the manna
which he gives them when they pray.

2See! the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,

well supply thy sons and daughters
and all fear of want remove.

Who can faint, when such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

4Blest inhabitants of Zion,
washed in the Redeemer's blood!
Jesus, whom their souls rely on,
makes them kings and priests to God.
'Tis his love his people raises
over self to reign as kings:
and as priests, his solemn praises
each for a thank-offering brings.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 21:23-32

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by
what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by

what authority | am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ

Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer for Peace read together, led by Sharon DeVivo

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prayer for Sound Government Led by Sharon DeVivo

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the
community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen

Prayers of the People (remain standing): Led by Sharon DeVivo
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......



We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with

compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name.

The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Offertory Anthem Jesu, Jesu Kenton Coe

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him all people here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Priest The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Priest Lift up your hearts

People We lift them up to the Lord

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People It is right to give him thanks and praise

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation (Sung) Hymnal S 135
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Amen (Sung) Hymnal S 147



The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Communion Hymn 302 Father, We Thank Thee Who Has Planted

LFather, we thank Thee who hast planted 2Watch o'er Thy church, O Lord, in mercy,
Thy holy Name within our hearts. save it from evil, guard it still.
Knowledge and faith and life immortal Perfect it in Thy love, unite it,

Jesus Thy Son to us imparts. cleansed and conformed unto Thy will.
Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, As grain, once scattered on the hillsides,
didst give man food for all his days, was in this broken bread made one,
giving in Christ the Bread eternal; so from all lands Thy church be gathered
Thine is the pow'r, be Thine the praise. into Thy kingdom by Thy Son.

Communion Hymn 671 Amazing Grace

! Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 2 Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
that saved a wretch like me! and grace my fears relieved;
| once was lost but now am found, how precious did that grace appear
was blind but now | see. the hour | first believed.

3 The Lord has promised good to me, 4 Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
his word my hope secures; | have already come;
he will my shield and portion be 'tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
as long as life endures. and grace will lead me home.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Post-Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Hymn 525 The Churches One Foundation

1For the beauty of the earth, 2For the beauty of each hour
for the beauty of the skies, of the day and of the night,
for the love which from our birth hill and vale, and tree and flower,
over and around us lies. sun and moon and stars of light,
Christ our God, to thee we raise Christ our God, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise. this our hymn of grateful praise.



3For the joy of ear and eye, 4For the joy of human love,

for the heart and mind's delight, brother, sister, parent, child,
for the mystic harmony friends on earth, and friends above,
linking sense to sound and sight. for all gentle thoughts and mild,
Christ our God, to thee we raise Christ our God, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise. this our hymn of grateful praise
The Blessing
Dismissal

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!



