Liturgy for March 1, 2026: Second Sunday in Lent

Opening Hymn: 450 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

L All hail the power of Jesus' Name! 2 Crown him ye martyrs of our God,
Let angels prostrate fall; who from his altar call:
bring forth the royal diadem, praise him whose way of pain ye trod,
and crown him Lord of all! and crown him Lord of all!
bring forth the royal diadem, praise him whose way of pain ye trod,
and crown him Lord of all! and crown him Lord of all!

3 Hail him, the Heir of David's line, 4 Ye heirs of Israel's chosen race,
whom David Lord did call, ye ransomed of the fall,
the God incarnate, Man divine, hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all! and crown him Lord of all!
the God incarnate, Man divine, hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all! and crown him Lord of all!

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355)

Kyrie (Sung)  Hymnal, S92

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us

Collect of the Day:

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth

of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson: A Reading from Genesis 12:1-4a read by Dennis DiVincenzo

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that |
will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos Read responsively, led by Dennis DiVincenzo

| lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;



The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.

The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

A Reading from Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 read by Dennis DiVincenzo

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he
is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 644 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

1 How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 2 It makes the wounded spirit whole,
in a believer's ear! and calms the troubled breast;
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,  'tis manna to the hungry soul,
and drives away his fear. and to the weary, rest,
3 Dear Name, the rock on which | build, 4 0 Jesus! Shepherd, Guardian, Friend,
my shield and hiding-place, O Prophet, Priest and King,
my never-failing treasury, filled my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
with boundless stores of grace!! accept the praise | bring.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 3:1-17
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can
see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
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be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”.

Priest: The Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ

People: Praise to You, Lord Christ

Homily: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayer for Sound Government led by Dennis DiVincenzo

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and
a blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the
community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be

safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.



And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen

Prayers of the People: led by Dennis DiVincenzo

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially.....

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer.

Confession & Absolution: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your Name. Amen.

Absolution
Peace

Announcements

Special Prayers for Birthdays or Wedding Anniversaries

Offertory Anthem: Prayer from Nightsongs, H. Leslie Adams Reykwaan Adorno, Tenor
Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all people here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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(Tithes and offerings are presented)

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great (BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A) Please stand as you are able
Thanksgiving

Priest The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Priest Lift up your hearts

People We lift them up to the Lord

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People It is right to give him thanks and praise
Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Power and Might: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Memorial Acclamation (Sung ) Hymnal S 135
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again
Amen (sung) Hymnal S 147
Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lords’ Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

Agnus Dei (Sung) Hymnal S 157

Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace

Communion Hymn 691 My Faith Looks Up to Thee

1 My faith looks up to thee, 2 May thy rich grace impart
thou Lamb of Calvary, strength to my fainting heart,
Savior divine! my zeal inspire;
Now hear me while | pray, as thou hast died for me,
take all my guilt away; O may my love to thee
O let me from this day pure, warm and changeless be,
be wholly thine. a living fire.

3 While life's dark maze | tread,
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day;
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray
from thee aside.



Post-Communion Prayer (Kneel) Book of Common Prayer p. 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 665 All My Hope on God is Founded

L All my hope on God is founded; 2Mortal pride and earthly glory,
he doth still my trust renew, sword and crown betray our trust;
me through change and chance he guideth, though with care and toil we build them,
only good and only true. tower and temple fall to dust.
God unknown, he alone But God's power, hour by hour,
calls my heart to be his own. is my temple and my tower.

3God's great goodness e'er endureth, 4 Daily doth the almighty Giver
deep his wisdom, passing thought: bounteous gifts on us bestow;
splendor, light and life attend him, his desire our soul delighteth,
beauty springeth out of naught. pleasure leads us where we go.
Evermore from his store Love doth stand at his hand;
newborn worlds rise and adore. joy doth wait on his command.

Dismissal

People: Thanks be to God



