Service of Morning Prayer — January 18, 2026 Baptism of Our Lord

Opening Hymn  Attachment Keep the Dream Alive
Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
Confession

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
(Kneel as you are able)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Officiant: AImighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 (all stand as you are able and read together)

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Lessons (Please be seated)

A Reading from Isaiah 49:1-7 Read by Pat Breinin

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD called me before | was
born, while | was in my mother's womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the
shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said
to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified.” But | said, “I have labored in vain, | have
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my
God.” and now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to
him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for | am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God
has become my strength-- he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the
tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; | will give you as a light to the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy
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One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel,
who has chosen you.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1:1-9 (read by Dennis DiVincenzo)

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together
with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of
Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
Magnificat  The Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) (Read together- Led by Dennis DiVincenzo)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

Gospel Hymn 325 Let Us Break Bread Together



! et us break bread together on our knees; 2 et us drink wine together on our knees;

let us break bread together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees.
when | fall on my knees, when | fall on my knees,

with my face to the rising sun, with my face to the rising sun,

O Lord, have mercy on me. O Lord, have mercy on me.

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees;
when | fall on my knees,

with my face to the rising sun,

O Lord, have mercy on me.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 1:29-42 (Read by Sharon DeVivo)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world! This is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.” | myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that he
might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to
Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which
is translated Peter).

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ

The Apostle’s Creed (Please stand)

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer for Sound Government (led by Dennis DiVincenzo)

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.



To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the
community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen.

Prayers of the People (remain standing): (led by Dennis DiVincenzo)
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......

We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially.....

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Officiant
Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain
effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Offertory Anthem  Jesu, Jesu Kenton Coe



April Johnson, Violin

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all people here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers (Kneel as you are able)

Officiant The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Officiant Let us Pray
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Day

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by
your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

General Thanksgiving (all read together)

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness
and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all
the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our
lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all
ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (Officiant)

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you;
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Closing Hymn We Shall Overcome

We shall overcome

We shall overcome

We shall overcome some day
Oh, deep in my heart | do believe
We shall overcome some day

We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand



We'll walk hand in hand some day
Oh, deep in my heart | do believe
We'll walk hand in hand some day

We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace, some day
Oh, deep in my heart | do believe
We shall live in peace, some day

We shall overcome

We shall overcome

We shall overcome some day
Oh, deep in my heart | do believe
We shall overcome some day

Officiant: Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of The spirit. Alleluia, alleluia!

People: Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia!



