Liturgy for April 12, 2026: Second Sunday of Easter

Opening Hymn (Please stand) 665 All My Hope on God is Founded

L All my hope on God is founded; 2Mortal pride and earthly glory,
he doth still my trust renew, sword and crown betray our trust;
me through change and chance he guideth, though with care and toil we build them,
only good and only true. tower and temple fall to dust.
God unknown, he alone But God's power, hour by hour,
calls my heart to be his own. is my temple and my tower.

3God's great goodness e'er endureth, 4 Daily doth the almighty Giver
deep his wisdom, passing thought: bounteous gifts on us bestow;
splendor, light and life attend him, his desire our soul delighteth,
beauty springeth out of naught. pleasure leads us where we go.
Evermore from his store Love doth stand at his hand;
newborn worlds rise and adore. joy doth wait on his command.
Priest: Alleluia! Christ is risen
People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!l.

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355)

Gloria (sung) Hymnal S 278

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation:
Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what
they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Acts 2:14a, 22-32 read by Dennis DiVincenzo

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, listen
to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him
to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken; therefore my
heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon
my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of
life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the



resurrection of the Messiah, saying,’He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience
corruption.’

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 16  Conserva me, Domine To be read responsively- led by Dennis DiVincenzo

Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; *
| have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, my good above all other."

All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.

Their libations of blood | will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

O LoRD, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, | have a goodly heritage.

| will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

| have set the LORD always before me; *
because he is at my right hand | shall not fall.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the first letter of Peter 1:3-9 Read by Dennis DiVincenzo

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than
gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 677 God Moves in a Mysterious Way (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verses 3-4)

2



! God moves in a mysterious way
his wonders to perform:

he plants his footsteps in the sea,
and rides upon the storm.

3Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
the clouds ye so much dread

are big with mercy, and shall break

in blessings on your head.

®His purposes will ripen fast,
unfolding every hour:

the bud may have a bitter taste,
but sweet will be the flower.

2Deep in unfathomable mines,
with never-failing skill,

he treasures up his bright designs,
and works his sovereign will.

4Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
but trust him for his grace;

behind a frowning providence

he hides a smiling face.

6Blind unbelief is sure to err,
and scan his work in vain;
God is his own interpreter,
and he will make it plain.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 20:19-31

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless | see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that

through believing you may have life in his name.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ

Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the



Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer for Sound Government (led by Dennis DiVincenzo)

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in

administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the
community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen

Prayer for Peace (read together, led by Dennis DiVincenzo)

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prayers of the People (remain standing): Led by Dennis DiVincenzo

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.



We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially.....

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name.

The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Offertory Anthem This Joyful Eastertide  Evelyn Larter

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him all people here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Priest The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Priest Lift up your hearts

People We lift them up to the Lord

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People It is right to give him thanks and praise
Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation (Sung) Hymnal S 135
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Amen (Sung) Hymnal S 147
The Lord’s Prayer
The Breaking of the Bread



Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Communion Hymn 341 For the Bread Which You Have Broken

LFor the bread which you have broken, 2 By this pledge, Lord, that you love us,
for the wine which you have poured, by your gift of peace restored,
for the words which you have spoken, by your call to heaven above us,
now we give you thanks, O Lord. hallow all our lives, O Lord
3 As our blessed ones adore you, *In your service, Lord, defend us;
seated at our Father's board, in our hearts keep watch and ward,
may the Church still waiting for you in the world to which you send us
keep love's tie unbroken, Lord. let your kingdom come, O Lord.

Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Hymn 208 Alleluia, the Strife is O'er

Antifon:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

1The strife is o'er, the battle done, 2The powers of death have done their worst,
the victory of life is won; but Christ their legions hath dispersed:
the song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! let shout of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!
3-The three sad days are quickly sped, 4 He closed the yawning gates of hell,
he rises glorious from the dead: the bars from heaven's high portals fell;
all glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! Alleluia!

5 Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee,
from death's dread sting thy servants free,
that we may live and sing to thee. Alleluia!

Antifon:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Blessing
Dismissal

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!



