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REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE DOBBS FERRY FOOD PANTRY

WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR 
THE MONTH OF JUNE

SUNDAYS:
JUNE 7. 10:00 AM EUCHARIST with Rev. 
Johnson Mathew
JUNE 14  10:00 AM MORNING PRAYER
JUNE 21  10:00 AM EUCHARIST with Rev. 
Johnson Mathew
JUNE 28  10;00 AM MORNING PRAYER

LETTER FROM FR. MATHEW
Dear Parish Family,

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! I have served St. Barnabas 
for more than seven years now, counting the short period of time 
I served as your interim priest before stepping in as your Priest-
in-Charge (PIC) in the year 2019. I believe that seven is the 
magical number with great theological significance of Sabbath. 
As outlined in my PIC contract, I am fully eligible for a sabbati-
cal leave after my fifth year.

I do not consider eligibility as my right and sincerely thank 
my bishop, parish wardens, and vestry for encouraging me and 
offering me this privilege of a pause from parish responsibilities. 
Sabbatical in church setting is defined “as a period of rest and 
an intermission in labor.” The aim of such an intermission is not 
only to provide the parish priest a pause, but also to provide the 
parish a pause from the priest as well!  I believe it is a moment 
of reflection, renewal, learning, and spiritual growth for both 
parties. Sabbatical should not be confused with normal yearly 
vacation of the priest although some priests prefer adding their 
allotted vacation time to the sabbatical. A sabbatical involves an 
in-depth spiritual purpose in its goal.    

My sabbatical break is from May 25 through August 31. I intend 
to utilize this sabbatical moment in my ministry for independent 
learning, reading, some traveling, quality time with family, vis-
iting other parishes, personal retreats and so forth for my overall 
betterment. I believe that this betterment is integral for a suc-
cessful ministry ahead. This time is planned to be used to tend to 
my spiritual, emotional, mental wellbeing as well as my physical 
health too. Additionally, I plan on writing a book.

Meanwhile, during my absence, please contact our Wardens, 
Kathy or Sharon, for any pastoral care needs. Sunday services 
during my absence will include the Eucharist every other Sunday 
with a guest priest or Morning Prayer led by either Kathy Wolf or 
Sharon DeVivo.

I request prayers and thankfully appreciate your well wishes. 
Wishing everyone God’s abundant Blessings!

Peace,
Varghese Mathew+
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JUNE 7 AND JUNE 21
Please welcome our guest priest, Rev. Johnson Mathew.  Fr. 
Mathew comes from a rich theological and liturgical tradition and 
has an abundance of experience as a priest.

JUNE 7 OUTREACH SUNDAY
REMOTE AREA MEDICAL (RAM)
Remote Area Medical (RAM) is a volunteer 
medical group that serves people who 
live in remote areas of the United 
States.  Gaps in the US health sys-
tem leave countless individuals without 
necessary care.  Millions of Americans 
lack health insurance and cannot afford pri-
vate care.  Minor symptoms, left untreated, can 
become serious health problems.  Even with insurance, deduct-
ibles and co-pays force many people to go without treatment.

Through large scale pop-up clinics RAM transforms fairgrounds, 
gymnasiums and civic centers into comprehensive health care 
centers where doctors, dentists and opthamologists provide free 
medical, dental and vision services.  No one in this country 
should have to go without medical care and until better solutions 
are found, RAM is an organization that fills the gap.  While the 
organization doesn’t function in every state it does operate in 
New York State, so this is an opportunity to help your fellow 
New Yorkers with your donation.

JUNE 19 MIDNIGHT RUN
Hard times means more peo-
ple on the streets and we have 
been giving away everything 
at our most recent runs.  Each 
lunch bag we fill for the run 
contains a sandwich, a hard 
boiled egg, a piece of fruit 
and a dessert.  We would like 
to add a package of cheese crackers if someone is willing to pro-
vide them.  We would need 60 packages, one for each lunch bag.
They come 45 packages to a bundle .  Without going into the 
math, an order of 4 bundles would cover 3 runs.  At Amazon 1 
bundle costs $17.99.  For one run only we would need 2 bundles. 
If anyone would like to add crackers to the lunch bags, please let 
Nancy Gotthelf know. (And we can also explain the math.)

Sorting of clothes for the June 19 run will take place starting at 
10 AM on Wednesday June 17.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

JUNE 21: FATHER’S DAY
Happy Father’s Day to all our fathers and grandfathers.
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GOING ON A MIDNIGHT. RUN
A REPORT FROM A FIRST TIMER
Our choir alto Sally Evans went on her first Midnight Run in May 
and has been kind enough to share her experience with us as 
follows: 

Our little convoy turns a corner and pulls up to a quiet curb in 
front of a large old church undergoing renovations. It isn’t dark 
but it’s not brightly lit either. We park, get out of the cars and 
as we do , our guests for this stop quietly materialize, greeting 
us, asking what we have tonight. In our four cars, we have bags 
of food, toiletries, clothing for men and women and a few used 
small duffle and shopping bags. We are on the west side of mid-
town Manhattan, a neighborhood of churches, museums, theaters, 
businesses and apartment buildings many of us can’t afford.

This is Midnight Run and I’m here for the first time. I’ve heard 
about the organization for many years but never participated 
except perhaps to donate requested items for a run. In our car 
tonight we have men’s clothing and we’re doing a brisk business. 
We have mostly men’s pants, a wide variety of sizes, styles and 
materials but still not something for everyone. The lucky men are 
happy; the disappointed ones I ‘d like to take to a store and buy 
them something. Business at the other cars is also moving right 
along. We’ve brought bags of sandwiches, fruit, a hard - boiled 
egg etc. for 60; most are gone by the end of our fourth stop but 
not all so we’ve given away most of the extra.

 The late-night relief efforts “create a forum for trust, sharing, un-
derstanding and affection”, all of which I observed this evening. 
The goal is to forge a bond between the housed and homeless 
people, from which solutions may evolve. Volunteers come to see 
the people on the streets as real, not a commodity. And homeless 
men and women interact with mainstream adults and teenagers 
whose commitments and concerns go beyond their own lives and 
families.

For me, this first experience of a Run was both joyous but 
heart-breaking. The people who came to us are relying on daily 
missions like ours for everything.  That they are even out here on 
the streets is, in part, a huge failure of our political systems. The 
interaction with the men and women that night was unexpectedly 
open and friendly, considering the circumstances. Yet during its 
entire existence, never has a volunteer been injured in an interac-
tion in the street.

As I said in church recently, if you are considering participating 
in a run, I would urge you to do so. You will be with friends who 
will look out for you.  If a trip into Manhattan on a late Friday 
evening isn’t for you, there are many other ways to make contri-
butions. I am so thankful to St Barnabas’s volunteers for welcom-
ing me on my first run. It will not be my last.

JUNE 13, SATURDAY, CHRISTMAS IN JUNE
We no longer have enough hands to 
continue holding our very popular 
Christmas Boutique, and we need 
to pass along the items that remain 
in storage.  Please come and lend a 
hand in clearing out the cupboards 
on Saturday June 13 starting at 10 
AM.  The plan is to pack up and do-
nate what’s left.  Please bring sturdy 
boxes and packing materials as some 
of the items are fragile.

COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT THE CATHEDRAL 
OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
The service held at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine on May 
9 commemorating the 80th anniversary of the closing of the last 
Japanese internment camp at Tule Lake, California was attended 
by Fr. Mathew, Anu Mathew, Francis and Bethsaida Mathew 
and Sabina Gaston.  The concentration camps which held over 
29,000 loyal Japanese Americans during WWII were a shameful 
episode in our country’s history and stand as a lesson for all who 
are willing to learn it.  As Christians, applying that lesson to the 
treatment of immigrants in the US today, we are called to seek 
and find better solutions than the ones currently being offered.

PENTECOST
Sunday May 24 was the first day 
of Pentecost which is known 
as the birthday of the Christian 
church. Falling 50 days after 
Easter, it marks the fulfillment 
of Jesus’s promise to send the 
Holy Spirit to his followers as a 
helper and a guide.  The Book of 
Acts tells us the early disciples, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, began 
to speak many languages, so the 
diverse crowds gathered in the 

city understood their preaching. .

In observance of the tradition of 
“speaking in tongues” the Epistle 
from the Gospel was read in sever-
al languages by parishioners: 
Sharon DeVivo (English), Philip 
Gotthelf (German), Awilda Acosta 
(Spanish), Carolyn Ricci (Ital-
ian), Galena Iosolev (Russian) 
and Easow Mathew (Malayalam).
Later in the service Larry Wolf read the Lord’s Prayer in Yiddish. 

The red vestments and altar decorations on Pentecost symbolize 
the Holy Spirit and the “tongues of fire” that descended upon the 
disciples in the Book of Acts. It was a colorful sendoff to 
Fr. Mathew as this was his last service before his sabbatical leave.
We would be remiss if we didn’t also thank our choir tenor, 
Reykwan Adorno,  for his powerful solo anthem.




