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Liturgy for October 4, 2026:  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Opening Hymn           427 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

1 When morning gilds the skies, 
my heart, awaking, cries, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
When evening shadows fall, 
this rings my curfew call, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

2 When mirth for music longs, 
this is my song of songs: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's holy house of prayer 
hath none that can compare 

with: Jesus Christ be praised! 
3 No lovelier antiphon 
in all high heaven is known 
than, Jesus Christ be praised! 
There to the eternal Word 
the eternal psalm is heard: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

4 Ye nations of mankind, 
in this your concord find: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let all the earth around 
ring joyous with the sound: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355) 

Gloria (sung)  Hymnal S 278 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we 
either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from Isaiah 5:1-7   read by Sally Evans 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very 
fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in 
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more 
was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it 
yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it 
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall 
not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it.  

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant 
planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 

 Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 80:7-14               Qui regis Israel To be read responsively- led by Sally Evans 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 3:4b-14     Read by Dennis DiVincenzo 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God  
Sequence Hymn    523 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verse 3) 

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode; 
on the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

2 See! the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, when such a river 
ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 
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3 Round each habitation hovering, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering, 
showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner, 
light by night, and shade by day; 
safe they feed upon the manna 
which he gives them when they pray 

4 Blest inhabitants of Zion, 
washed in the Redeemer's blood! 
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 
makes them kings and priests to God. 
'Tis his love his people raises 
over self to reign as kings: 
and as priests, his solemn praises 
each for a thank-offering brings 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 21:33-46 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing) 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.”  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.     

Priest:    The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ  
Sermon:    The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Prayer for Peace read together, led by Dennis DiVincenzo 
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Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known 
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the 
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Prayer for Sound Government   Led by Dennis DiVincenzo 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in 
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, 
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the 
community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 
safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow 
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; 
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen 
Prayers of the People (remain standing):        Led by Dennis DiVincenzo 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For all bishops, priests and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially… 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those 
celebrating birthdays, including…...  
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially… 
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Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able) 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name.  

The Peace 
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you 

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Offertory Anthem Jesu, Jesu                Kenton Coe 

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him all people here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.    
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving  BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A) 
Priest The Lord be with you 
People And also with you 
Priest Lift up your hearts 
People We lift them up to the Lord 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise 

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A 

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

Memorial Acclamation (Sung)  Hymnal S 135 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Amen (Sung)  Hymnal S 147 
The Lord’s Prayer    
The Breaking of the Bread 

Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
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Communion Hymn 302 Father, We Thank Thee Who Has Planted 
1 Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 
Thy holy Name within our hearts. 
Knowledge and faith and life immortal 
Jesus Thy Son to us imparts. 
Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, 
didst give man food for all his days, 
giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 
Thine is the pow'r, be Thine the praise. 

2 Watch o'er Thy church, O Lord, in mercy, 
save it from evil, guard it still. 
Perfect it in Thy love, unite it, 
cleansed and conformed unto Thy will. 
As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 
was in this broken bread made one, 
so from all lands Thy church be gathered 
into Thy kingdom by Thy Son. 

Communion Hymn 671 Amazing Grace 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind but now I see. 

2 Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 

3 The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

4 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

Post-Communion Prayer  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Hymn 525 The Church’s One Foundation 
1 The Church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the word: 
from heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

2  Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy Name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with every grace endued. 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 
men see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed; 
yet saints their watch are keeping, 
their cry goes up, "How long?" 
and soon the night of weeping 
shall be the morn of song. 

4 Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war 
she waits the consummation 
of peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blessed, 
and the great Church victorious 

shall be the Church at rest. 
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The Blessing 

Dismissal 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 


