Liturgy for October 18, 2026: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Opening Hymn 488 Be Thou My Vision
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 2Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
all else be nought to me, save that thou art-- | ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my best thought, by day or by night, thou my great Father; thine own may | be;
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light thou in me dwelling, and | one with thee.

3 High King of heaven, when victory is won,
may | reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,
still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355)

Gloria (sung) Hymnal S 278

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works
of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Isaiah 45:1-7 read by Pat Breinin
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped to subdue nations before
him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him--and the gates shall not be closed:

| will go before you and level the mountains, | will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through
the bars of iron, | will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you
may know that it is |, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.

For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, | call you by your name, | surname you, though
you do not know me. | am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. | arm you,
though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that
there is no one besides me; | am the LORD, and there is no other. | form light and create darkness, |
make weal and create woe; | the LORD do all these things.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 96 Cantate Domino To be read responsively- led by Pat Breinin

Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.



For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Read by Sharon DeVivo
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind
of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is
coming.

Reader: The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 542 Christ is the World True Light (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verse 3)

! Christ is the world’s true light, 2|n Christ all races meet,
Its Captain of salvation, Their ancient feuds forgetting,
The Day-star clear and bright The whole round world complete,
Of every man and nation; From sunrise to its setting:
New life, new hope awakes, When Christ is throned as Lord,
Where’er men own his sway; Men shall forsake their fear,
Freedom her bondage breaks, To ploughshare bear the sword,
And night is turned to day. To pruning-hook the spear.



3-One Lord, in one great Name
Unite us all who own thee;

Cast out our pride and shame
That hinder to enthrone thee;
The world has waited long,

Has travailed long in pain;

To heal its ancient wrong,

Come, Prince of Peace, and reign.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 22: 15-22
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their
malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.”
And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They
answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and
they left him and went away

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ

Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer for Peace read together, led by Sharon Devivo

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prayer for Sound Government Led by Sharon Devivo

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.
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Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the
community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen
Prayers of the People (remain standing): Led by Sharon Devivo
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially.....

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able)



Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name.

The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Offertory Anthem The Legacy of Christ. ~ Robert J. Powell

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him all people here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Priest The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Priest Lift up your hearts

People We lift them up to the Lord

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People It is right to give him thanks and praise

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation (Sung) Hymnal S 135
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Amen (Sung) Hymnal S 147
The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Communion Hymn 50 This is the Day the Lord Hath Made

1This is the day the Lord hath made, 2Today he rose and left the dead,

he calls the hours his own; and Satan's empire fell;

let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad, today the saints his triumphs spread,
and praise surround the throne. and all his wonders tell.



3Hosanna to the anointed King, 4Blest be the Lord, who comes to us

to David's holy Son! with messages of grace!
Make haste to help us, Lord, and bring Who comes, in God his Father's name,
salvation from thy throne. to save our sinful race.

Communion Hymn 317  This is the Hour of Banquet and Song

1This is the hour of banquet and of song; 2 Too soon we rise; we go our several ways;

this is the heavenly table spread for me; the feast, though not the love, is past and gone,

here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong the Bread and Wine consumed: yet all our days
the brief, bright hour of fellowship with thee. thou still art here with us—our Shield and Sun.

3 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
giving us foretaste of the festal joy,

the Lamb's great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Post-Communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Hymn 544 Jesus Shall Reign Where’ere the Sun

! Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 2To him shall endless prayer be made,
doth his successive journeys run; and praises throng to crown his head;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, his Name like sweet perfume shall rise
till moons shall wax and wane no more. with every morning sacrifice.

3 People and realms of every tongue 4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
dwell on his love with sweetest song; the prisoners leap to lose their chains,
and infant voices shall proclaim the weary find eternal rest,
their early blessings on his Name. and all who suffer want are blest.

The Blessing
Dismissal

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!



