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Liturgy for May 24, 2026:  Day of Pentecost (Whitsunday) 

 
Opening Hymn           719 America the Beautiful 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain; 
for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea! 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 
in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, 
thy liberty in law 

3 O beautiful for patriot dream 
that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea! 

 
Priest: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355) 

Gloria (sung)  Hymnal S 278 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of 
your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach 
to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Acts 2:1-21    read by Dennis DiVincenzo 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our 
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own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power. ” All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean? ” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.  

And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 
mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great 
and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37    Benedic, anima mea    To be read responsively- led by Dennis DiVincenzo 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13     To be read in English, Spanish, German, Russian, and Malayalam 
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No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God  
Sequence Hymn    657 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verse 3) 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

3 Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 20:19-23 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing) 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Priest:    The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ  
Sermon:    The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Prayer for Peace (read together, led by Sharon DeVivo) 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known 
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the 
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Prayer for Sound Government (led by Sharon DeVivo) 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in 
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, 
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the 
community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 
safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow 
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; 
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen 
Prayers of the People (remain standing):        Led by Sharon DeVivo 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For all bishops, priests and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially………. 
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Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those 
celebrating birthdays, including…...  
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially….. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able) 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

The Peace 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you 

Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Offertory Anthem  My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord, Florence Price, performed by Reykwaan Adorno, 
tenor 

Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him all people here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.    
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving  BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A) 
Priest The Lord be with you 
People And also with you 
Priest Lift up your hearts 
People We lift them up to the Lord 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise 

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A 

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

Memorial Acclamation (Sung)  Hymnal S 135 
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Amen (Sung)  Hymnal S 147 

The Lord’s Prayer    

The Breaking of the Bread 
Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

Communion Hymn 699 Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
1 Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high: 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
Till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
O receive my soul at last. 

2 Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, oh, leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
With the shadow of Thy wing. 

3 Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; 
Make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art, 
Freely let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart, 
Rise to all eternity. 

 
318 Here O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 
 
1 Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; 
here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 
and all my weariness upon thee lean 

2 Here would I feed upon the Bread of God, 
here drink with thee the royal Wine of heaven; 
here would I lay aside each earthly load, 

here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven. 
3 I have no help but thine; nor do I need 
another arm save thine to lean upon; 
it is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 
my strength is in thy might, thy might alone. 

4 Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness; 
mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing Blood. 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace; 
thy Blood, thy righteousness, O Lord, my God! 

 
Post-Communion Prayer  
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn 718 God of Our Fathers 
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1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

2  Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 
in this free land by thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

3 From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

4 Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 
lead us from night to never-ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 

The Blessing 

Dismissal 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 


