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LETTER FROM FR. MATHEW
Dear people of God,

Alleluia Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed Alleluia! I
bring you Easter greetings in the blessed name of the risen Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. We had a wonderfully blessed Easter
Sunday service at our church followed by a delicious Easter
Lunch. A special thanks to all those who volunteered and worked
together!

Following Easter Sunday, I attended the Annual Fire Department
Dinner of the Ardsley Fire Department on Friday, April 10. I con-
sider it a great blessing to serve as the chaplain of this wonderful
Fire Department. Also, I am blessed to say that our parishioners,
Capt. Ed Gotthelf and Lt. Philip Gotthelf, serve this Fire De-
partment. I thank them for their service. I indeed experienced a
fulfilling month of April.

Easter proclaims to us about fullness and fulfillment! The empty
tomb of Jesus proclaims to us the fullness of life. Let me share

an Easter paradox with you. The paradox of Easter is that there

is fullness in emptiness. Either it is empty or it is full. How can

it be both empty and full at the same time? That is the Easter
paradox; the very in depth meaning of the faith we share. The
physically empty grave of Jesus brings to us spiritual fullness and
spiritual fulfillment. Easter proclaims to us that life approaches
us even in moments of sorrows and grief. Now, I look forward to
the month of May and the celebration of Pentecost.

Blessings,
Varghese Mathew+

MAY 3 RIVERARTS CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
On Sunday, May 3 at4 PM, [ :
RiverArts

Riverarts is holding its third
chamber music concert of thel = ===

season at St. Barnabas. The CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT:
concert will include three _ STRING QUINTETS 4
extraordinary string quintets £
and a world premiere com- - - - -
missioned for this event. St. Barnabas parishioners may attend

free of charge, but you must request a ticket ahead of time by
emailing Kathy at kathywolf95@gmail.com.

MOZART.& MENDELSSOHN

MAY 3 OUTREACH SUNDAY
REMOTE AREA MEDICAL (RAM)
Those who watch 60 Minutes
may recall a recent segment about
the organization, Remote Area Medical
(RAM) that functions much like Doctors
Without Borders except it serves people in
the US. Gaps in the US healthcare system leave countless indi-
viduals without options. Millions of hardworking Americans lack
health insurance and cannot afford private care. Minor symptoms
often go untreated until they become serious health problems.
Without insurance, the full cost of care can put treatment out of
reach. Even with insurance, deductibles and co-pays force many
families to choose between medical care and basic necessities.

RAM was created to fill the gaps, because they believe when
people cannot reach care, care must reach them. Through large-
scale pop-up clinics they transform fairgrounds, gymnasiums, and
civic centers into comprehensive health centers where volunteer
doctors, dentists and opthamologists provide free dental, vision,
and medical care. While many states have restrictions to their
services, many are considered “open states” and New York is one
of them. Because they operate on a first come, first serve basis,
it was heartbreaking to watch on 60 Minutes people coming to a
clinic days in advance and waiting in their cars for the clinic to
open.

RAM was chosen by your vestry to be our Outreach recipient for
the months of May through August. Please give as generously as
you are able.

MAY 16 MIDNIGHT RUN

Alas, the April Run brought more homeless out on the streets
including quite a number of women. Sorting of clothes for the
May run will start at 10 AM on Wednesday May 13. Please join
the group if you can, or help with the food for the lunch bags or
go on the run. Lots of opportunities to help!

WELCOME MILLIE DI VINCENZO

Shown here with grandparents, Dennis and Rea DiVincenzo,
Millie arrived on Sunday April 5—an Easter baby! Congratula-
tions to Millie’s parents, Chris and Tiffani and to Dennis and Rea.

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568

Newsletter Editor: Pat Breinin,
Newsletter Design: Dennis Di Vincenzo

REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE DOBBS FERRY FOOD PANTRY



MAY 9 LEARNING THE LESSONS OF HISTORY

On Saturday May 9 there will be an event at the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine commemorating the 80th anniversary of the clos-
ing of the last Japanese Internment camp at Tule Lake, California.
It was the first camp to open (May 1942) and the last to close
(March 1946), and it was the largest of the 10 War Relocation
Authority concentration camps, holding over 29,000 Japanese
Americans during WWII.

Our nation is still trying to recover from the shame of that period.
The people incarcerated were contributing members of our
society, but they lost their homes, their jobs, their businesses and
some, their lives, because of the unjustified fears of society. The
whole episode should give pause to those currently buying ware-
houses to confine migrants whose “crime” seems to be wanting
a better life and who have been performing essential roles in and
services to our economy.

Fr. Mathew will be participating in the Cathedral event which
starts at 10:30 AM. While it is late for registration, if you would
like to attend, please email nyeam@dioceseny.org.

APRIL 10 ANNUAL FIRE DEPARTMENT DINNER

We are always grateful to and proud of Ed and Philip Gotthelf for
their volunteer service to the Ardsley Fire Department. They are
shown here with Nancy and Father Mathew in pictures from the
recent Annual Dinner which was held on April 10.

WELCOME TO ST. BARNABAS

It’s a little ironic that a welcoming church doesn’t have a welcom-
ing entrance! As many of you may have discovered, opening the
front door to St. Barnabas has become a challenge and requires
the strength of Hercules. The years have taken their toll, and the
doors have become so warped that they are beyond repair. The
time has come for new doors, and we are applying to the diocese
for some financial assistance, but we will have to bear the remain-
ing cost ourselves. Meanwhile, if you can’t open the front door,
please use the downstairs entrance.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY

A rainy day could not spoil the joy of Easter Sunday, which

we celebrated on April 5. Our thanks to all who helped in the
celebration: to Larry Wolf and our choir for a stirring anthem, to
the ladies of the Altar Guild who filled the sanctuary with spring
flowers, and to the elves who set up and prepared our celebratory
Easter coffee hour.

Holy Week, preceding Easter Sunday, was filled with special
services. We are especially grateful to those who contributed to
the meditation on the last words of Jesus on the cross with very
moving personal insights. And thanks to the Readers who partici-
pated in the story of the passion of Christ and to Fr. Mathew for
leading us through the events of the week.

In the Episcopal church the Easter season lasts for 50 days,
beginning on Easter Sunday and concluding on the Day of Pente-
cost. It is a period of joy, traditionally marked by the color white
or gold, the use of “Alleluia,” and the lighting of the Paschal
candle. May we continue to share the joy of this happy season!
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