Liturgy for November 8, 2026: Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Opening Hymn 348 Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation

!Lord, we have come at Your own invitation, 2 Here, at Your table, confirm our intention,
Chosen by You, to be counted Your friends; Ever to cherish the gifts you provide;
Yours is the strength that sustains dedication, Teach us to serve without pride or pretension,
Ours a commitment we know never ends. Led by your spirit, defender and guide.
Vows are renewed and our courage restored: Gives us the chance to create or destroy,
May we increasingly glory in learning Help us to make those decisions that bind us,
All that it means to accept You as Lord. Lord, to yourself, in obedience and joy.

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 355)

Gloria (sung) Hymnal S 278

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure;
that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 read by Marcie Weaver

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by those
who seek her. She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. One who rises early to seek
her will have no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate. To fix one’s thought on her is perfect
understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, because she goes
about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in
every thought

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 70 Deus, in adj To be read responsively- led by Marcie Weaver

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; *
O LorD, make haste to help me.

Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; *
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, *
because they are ashamed.

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; *
let those who love your salvation say for ever, "Great is the LORD!"
1



But as for me, | am poor and needy; *
come to me speedily, O God.

You are my helper and my deliverer; *
O LoRD, do not tarry.

A Reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians 4:13-18 Read by Dennis DiVincenzo

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet,
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 550 Jesus Calls Us; Our the Tumult (Verses 1-2, Gospel, Alleluia, Verse 3)

! Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 23s, of old, Saint Andrew heard it

of our life's wild, restless sea, by the Galilean lake,

day by day his clear voice soundeth, turned from home and toil and kindred,
saying, "Christian, follow me.” leaving all for his dear sake.
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 4In our joys and in our sorrows,

of the vain world's golden store; days of toil and hours of ease,

from each idol that would keep us, still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
saying, "Christian, love me more." "Christian, love me more than these."

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 25:1-13
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ (Remain standing)

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No!
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’” Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to You, Lord Christ
Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all



things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer for Peace read together, led by Dennis DiVincenzo

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known
but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the
banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prayer for Sound Government Led by Dennis DiVincenzo

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the

community of nations.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society;
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen
Prayers of the People (remain standing): Led by Dennis DiVincenzo
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.



For all bishops, priests and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially..........

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those
celebrating birthdays, including......

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially.....

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Priest adds a Concluding Prayer

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution (please kneel as you are able)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.

The Peace

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you

People And also with you
Announcements and Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Offertory Anthem Steal Away Wesley Art Hodges, arr.
Doxology (please stand) “Old Hundredth”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all people here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 361 (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Priest The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Priest Lift up your hearts

People We lift them up to the Lord

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People It is right to give him thanks and praise

Priest continues with Eucharistic Prayer A

Sanctus (sung) Hymnal S 131

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation (Sung) Hymnal S 135



Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Amen (Sung) Hymnal S 147

The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Communion Hymn 324 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent

! Let all mortal flesh keep silence, ZKing of kings, yet born of Mary,

and with fear and trembling stand; as of old on earth he stood,

ponder nothing earthly minded, Lord of lords, in human vesture,

for with blessing in his hand in the Body and the Blood

Christ our God to earth descendeth, he will give to all the faithful

our full homage to demand. his own self for heavenly food.
3Rank on rank the host of heaven 4 At his feet the six-winged seraph;

spreads its vanguard on the way, cherubim, with sleepless eye

as the Light of Light descendeth veil their faces to the Presence,

from the realms of endless day, as with ceaseless voice they cry,

that the powers of hell may vanish "Alleluia, alleluia!

as the darkness clears away. Alleluia, Lord Most High
Communion Hymn 318 Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face
1Here, O my Lord, | see thee face to face; 2 Here would | feed upon the Bread of God,
here would | touch and handle things unseen; here drink with thee the royal Wine of heaven;
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, here would | lay aside each earthly load,

and all my weariness upon thee lean here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.
3| have no help but thine; nor do | need 4Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness;
another arm save thine to lean upon; mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing Blood.
it is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace;

my strength is in thy might, thy might alone. thy Blood, thy righteousness, O Lord, my God!

Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Hymn Closing Hymn 481 Rejoice, the Lord is King

1Rejoice, the Lord is King: 2The Lord, the Savior, reigns,
Your Lord and King adore! The God of truth and love;
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, When He has purged our stains,
And triumph evermore. He took his seat above;

Lift up your heart, Lift up your heart,

Lift up your voice! Lift up your voice!

Rejoice, again | say, rejoice! Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!



3 His kingdom cannot fail,
He rules o'er earth and heav'n;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv'n:
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

The Blessing

Dismissal

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

4Rejoice in glorious hope!
Our Lord and judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home:
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!



