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Special Liturgy with Spiritual Communion: February 8, 2026 

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Let us pray: 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you 
have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from Isaiah 58:1-9a read by Larry Wolf 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to 
the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they 
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of 
me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why 
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and 
oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such 
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you 
call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring 
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself 
from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you 
shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 112:1-10                    Beatus Vir (To be read responsively) led by Larry Wolf 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his commandments! 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 
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Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will hold up their head with honor. 

The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 2:1-12                  Read by Sharon DeVivo 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not 
with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for 
those who love him”—  

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? 
So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us 
by God. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 5: 13-20 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ  
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”   

People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ  

Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathew 
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The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer for Sound Government   Led by Sharon DeVivo 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves 
and a blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in 
administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give 
courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in 
the community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 
safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow 
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our 
society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
 
Prayers of the People:        Led by  Sharon DeVivo 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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For all bishops, priests and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially………. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life—those we name in our hearts, and also for those 
celebrating birthdays, including…...  

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially….. 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

Concluding Prayer 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Confession & Absolution: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.    

Absolution   

Peace   

Birthday or Wedding Anniversary Special Prayers  

Announcements 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion    

Note: According to the resurrection account in John’s Gospel, the risen Lord Jesus Christ appears to his 
disciples even though the doors were shut and locked. In other words, they were in a lockdown. If a 
person desires to receive communion and is unable to do so due to extreme situations, all the benefits 
of the Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received physically. Christ is present 
and offers Himself in all fullness whenever and wherever we approach that throne of grace   

Let us pray and spiritually take part in Communion with God and one another:    

My Dearest Lord Jesus Christ who is risen from the dead: Even though, the doors were shut, you came 
and stood among your disciples with the message of peace that surpasses my human understanding. 
Now, as I face limitations due to adverse weather conditions, I am unable to receive you sacramentally 
as the Bread of Life and as the Cup of Salvation. I trust in your grace that comes in search of me 
transcending all physical barriers that prevents me from approaching your table. Fill my soul with your 
presence. Never permit me to be separated from your love, but instead be united to you my Lord and 
my God, who lives and reigns in unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen    
Benediction  

Dismissal 


