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LETTER FROM FR. MATHEW

Dear people of God,

Greetings to all of you in the blessed name of Jesus Christ! [ am
happy to be back from my sabbatical and I look forward to an ac-
tive ministry at St. Barnabas in the coming months. I am indeed
thankful for this sabbatical leave. So many thanks to our wardens
Kathy and Sharon, all the members of the vestry, our church
volunteers, and all our parish members. I extend my sincere
gratitude to the Rev. Dr. Johnson Mathew and the Rev. Dr. Philip
Yohannan for providing pastoral coverage to St. Barnabas during
my absence. I hope their ministry at St. Barnabas was a blessing
to all! My summer vacation was filled with so many moments

of joy spending time with my family. Also, it was a moment

of some rest and renewal. At the same time, I feel thankful for
the opportunity to participate and lead worship in couple of our
neighboring churches as well.

During the summer break, we visited Sight and Sound Theatres
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and watched the live stage
show “Joshua.” It was a wonderful experience seeing the biblical
scriptures come to life with so many actors, live animals per-
forming, and amazing theatre techniques. Along with my family
and my sister’s family, I visited and camped couple of days at

a peaceful retreat center nearly 90 miles away from the city. I
really cherish those moments of joy.

[ utilized a portion of my sabbatical time for self learning and
continuing education. I wrote a
preliminary draft of my book that I
look forward to publishing some day.
My children had an amazing time too
with activities such as swimming,
go-karting, ice skating etc. Francis
obtained his very first job working in
the skate park and he also joined the

{ volunteer fire department as a cadet.

| He looks forward to one day serving
the community as a firefighter.

Now schools are reopening! Francis and Bethsaida are looking
forward to a new academic year. I pray for all the students, teach-
ers, non-teaching staff, the parents and all educational institutions
as we embark on a new school year. Please note that Bishop
Allen Shin’s parish visitation is scheduled for Sunday, September
20. Along with the bishop’s visitation, I look forward to celebrat-
ing my completion of 15 years in ordained ministry. Specially
inviting all of you to this special occasion!

Peace,

Varghese Mathew+
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WELCOME BACK FR. MATHEW!

Fr. Mathew and the Mathew family were greatly missed during
the summer months and we have been looking forward to their
return. We are grateful to our supply priests during the three
months of Fr. Mathew’s sabbatical and to Kathy Wolf and Sharon
di Vivo for leading us in morning prayer when we didn’t have a
supply priest. We hope that the sabbatical was a fulfilling experi-
ence for Fr Mathew and that he is ready to face his flock!

SEPTEMBER 6 OUTREACH SUNDAY

REMOTE AREA MEDICAL (RAM)

This is the last month having Remote Area Medical (RAM) as
our monthly outreach recipient. Much like Doctors Without
Borders, RAM is an all volunteer medical
organization serving people in mostly rural
parts of the US who have no medical
insurance and cannot afford dental, vi-
sion and general medical care. The lack of
means or insurance often means that minor
symptoms often go untreated and become se-
rious health problems. RAM is an effort to address
that issue.

RAM’s volunteer doctors serve their patients through large-scale
pop-up clinics set up in fairgrounds, gymnasiums and civic cen-
ters. The need is so great that many people come to the clinics
days in advance and wait in their cars for the clinics to open.
Please give as generously as you can during this last month of
outreach for RAM.

SEPTEMBER 13: LIFT UP YOUR VOICE AND SING

Music has always been a very meaningful part of our services at
St. Barnabas. It’s a powerful way of expressing praise, joy, sor-
row, love—so many human emotions that can sometimes be best
expressed through song. Happily, our choir returns on September
13. Kathy Wolf, soprano, Sally Evans,
Alto and Reykwaan Adorno, Tenor will
be joined by Colin Safley, baritone.
Colin originally hails from Kansas City,
Missouri. He studied opera performance
at both the DePaul University School of
Music in Chicago and and the Mannes
School of Music in New York and enjoys §
singing all sorts of music including opera
musical theatre, art song and folk.

SEPTEMBER 18 MIDNIGHT RUN
Unfortunately there are more homeless people on the streets of
New York City in recents months and those who have been going
on the runs report that they have been giving everything—food,
clothings, toiletries, etc.—away. Sorting of clothes for the Sep-
tember run will start at 10 AM on Wednesday September 16. At
least two of our regulars cannot join the group so please lend a
hand if you can. The same goes for the run itself. We really need
your help!

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact
Fr. Mathew 914-572-1568
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REMEMBER TO BRING DONATIONS FOR THE DOBBS FERRY FOOD PANTRY



IT’S A BOY!

The adorable little person starring in the
middle of this picture is Joedy Kimball’s
new grandson, Brooks, making his pres-
ence known with his beaming parents,
Hanna and Brian. Congratulations to all,
and welcome Brooks!

SEPTEMBER 20 BISHOP SHINN

TO VISIT ST. BARNABAS

Please mark this date on your calendars and
plan to welcome Bishop Shinn as he visits our
church. There will be a special coffee hour
following the 10 AM Eucharist which will
give everyone an opportunity to meet the bish-
op and ask any questions you may have about
the workings of the diocese and plans for the
future of small churches like St. Barnabas.

SORTING CLOTHES FOR THE MIDNIGHT RUN
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19

A couple of our regulars were unable to help sort clothes for the
August run but people responded to Kathy Wolf’s call for help
and the job got done in record time under the watchful eye of

our four-legged supervisor, Lola Ricci. The donuts Rick brought
undoubtedly fueled the workers and speeded up the process! Our
thanks to everyone who pitched in: Carolyn Ricci, Kathy Wolf,
Rick Weaver, Nancy Gotthelf, Galena loselev, Bill Sullivan, Deb-
bie Cooke and Pat Breinin.

SEPTEMBER 11

It’s hard to believe that the terrible events of September 11 oc-
curred 25 years ago, For many that day, which began with beau-
tiful clear blue skies, remains like a vivid yesterday. There will
be many special remembrances of the event this year, and one of
them will take place at St. Paul’s chapel, which stands less than
100 yards from the World Trade Center and somehow survived
the attack. It became a place for rest and comfort for exhausted
rescue and recovery workers.

Rea Ackerman DiVincenzo, is Director of Creative Services at
Trinity which commissioned a work of art to commemorate the
event. Rea felt the work had to “mark the anniversary in a way
that both honored those killed in the attacks and spoke to the
healing we experience in community — through caring for one
another.”

The resulting work will allow visitors entering the chapel to see
exactly 2,977 origami paper cranes floating in the nave of St.
Paul’s, each one representing a life that was lost, their shades of
blue recalling the brilliant sky that September morning. An addi-
tional 9 white cranes mark the 9 months of ministry at the chapel.
The cranes’ path forms the shape of an infinity symbol soaring
above — a powerful image of the interconnectedness of all things
and of love that never ends. The memorial at St. Paul’s will be
on display from September 4 to October 3.






